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Thanks to the game's great publicity, by the end of 1984, vast numbers of magazines in England had written

about Andromeda and Novotrade| The Times, for example, said that Western shops had cleared their shelves

to make room for Hungarian games: the journalist compared the success of these games to the success of the
Rubik’s Cube and mentioned Gabor Rényi’s optimistic speculation that Hungarian computer games would

soon rival American ones (Humphrey 1984, 25). The Guardian had a lengthy article about Robert Stein’s career,

comparing him to Jack Tramiel, Commodore’s founder, who was also an immigrant Jew. The article gave an
account of Andromeda’s new office in Budapest and in the US. “We could establish a completely new industry

in Hungary,” Stein said at the end of the article, “turning intellectual property into dollars” (Kelly 1986, 13).

Journalists all praised the originality of Hungarian games. This originality can be explained not only by the

talent of the programmers, but also by the fact that these programmers were not really familiar with Western
video games at that time. The first-class animation of these early games, on the other hand, can be connected
to the high quality of Hungarian cartoons and animated films of the 1970s and 1980s. The Pannonia Film Stu-
dio (like the Russian Soyuzmultfilm), for example, ranked at that time among the five major cartoon studios

along with Walt Disney, Toei, and Hanna-Barbera (Lendvai 1998).
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Hungarian
dancing monster

COMMODORE'S highly ori-
ginal game Dancing Monster
for the Commodore 64 is one
of the first programs to appear

from the rapidly growing

Hungarian software industry,
Caesar the Cat, the recent
Mirrorsoft release for the
same computer, is another
Hungarian program,
These two games were

among a wide range of compu-
ter programs demonstrated at
the Hungarian Trade Commis-
sion between November 14
and 16, Nine companies were
represented at the show — the
first exhibition of Software by
an eastern-bloc company to be
held in the UK.

According to the Commis-
sion’s Benedek Tillai, there
are now many

Requires Joystick computer clubs

DANCING

- MONSTER

=

in Hungary and
the Commod-
ore 64 and Vie-
20 machines
are especially
popular.
Novotrade is
the most pro-
lific games
house in Hun-
gary, responsi-
ble for both
Caesar the Cat
and Dancing
Monster.
Based in
Continued
on page 5

POPULAR
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Budapest and backed by the
three largest Hungarian banks,
Novotrade works in close asso-
ciation with a UK company,
Andromeda Software.
Andromeda’s Robert Stein,
himself Hunganan-born, ex-
plained that the company is at
present producing 12 titles ev-
ery two_months which are li-
cenced exclusively to
Andromeda. All the titles are
written first for the Commod-
ore 64 before being converted
to the Spectrum and BBC
machines.,

As well as writing material
for Commodore and Mirror-
soft, Novotrade has done work
for Parker Brothers, Spectra-
video, CBS and arcade-house
Taitel.

Much interest was shown in
the Novotrade software shown
at the exhibition, because of
its original on-screen presenta-
tion, Says Robert Stein:
“Being Hungarian the games
appear refreshingly different.”
Commodore's software mana-
ger, Gail Wellington, com-
mented: * Dancing Monster is
very good graphically, pamcu-
larly i in the way the main figure
turns.’

All of the programs are writ-
ten by freelance programmers
employed by Novotrade,
working from ideas developed
jointly by Novotrade and
Andromeda.

Nearly all of the titles shown
at the exhibition have now
been sold, and a number of
companies including Com-
modore, Mirrorsoft, Virgin,
Thorn EMI, Visions and In-
telligent Software (the latter
on behalf of Elan) have ex-
pressed interest. |




Magyarsoft

Magvarorszdg novelnl szeretné pardnyi
részesedését Nagy-Britannia 550 millié
font forgalmh software-piacdn. Most a
londoni kidllitdson — egyébként nyuga-
ton eldszor —, 10 magyar software-készitd
intézmény mutatkozotb be, hug folkelt-
sék a britek étvagydt termékeik irant,
melyek a videojatékoktol a bonyolult
progmmnyelveklg terjednek.

Ezen 1j exportkezdeményezés mdogott
van valamelyes magdnvillalkozds is. A
Novotrade, melyet a koézelmiltban, {6
részvénvesként, a 3 legnagyobb magyar
bank hozott 1étre, szabadisz6k programo-
z01 tehetségét kwa.n]u. kamatoztatni 1j
termékek létrehozdsa céljabdl. Egy fiatal
fizikatanar, aki mellesleg rockzenész is,
foltalilt eov eovazerit hanoszintetizatort.
amely versenyre kel a joval dragabb nyu-
gati modellekkel. Tébb, mint 80 szabad-
usz0 készit videojatékokat a Novotrade
szamadira, S a vaillalab mar a Commodore,
a Spectravideo 63 a CBS rendelkezésére is
készitett programokat.

A magyar software még nem jutott el
sok helyre. Idéig a legfGbb nyugati piacot
a német nyelvterilet és Franciaorszag
iclentette. A lectobb iizlet a Metrimpex

The
Economist

kiilkereskedelmi véllalaton keresztiill bo-
nyoldodik — a nyugati eladdsok éves 6ssze-
ge azonban csupdn 6 millié dollar koriil
van.

A magyarok angol cégekkel szeretné-
nek kooperalni. Az ICL mér igénybe
vette egy magyar cég — a SZAMALK —
szolgaltatasat; olyan programot kellett
nekik kidolgozniuk, amelynek segitségé-
vel gyorsan lehet elemezni a kamion-
sof6rok egy-egy utja soran rogzitett ee-
bességértékeket. De a kereskedelemn més
irdnyba is utat tor: az ICL fokozza ma-
gyarorszdgi hardware-eladédsait.

Egy teriileten azonban a magyarok
a software-készités élvonaldba tartoznak.
Gyorsan észrevették a Prolog szamitbégép
programozési nyelvben rejld lehetdsége-
ket. 1979 és 1982 kozott a budapesti Sz4-
mitdstechnikai  Koordindciés Intézet
(SZKI) kifejlesztette sajat valtozatdt,
az M Prologot, amely egyurdnt alkalmaz-
haté az IBM, a Siemens és a DEC szadmi-
tégépeknél. Ezt a nyelvet sikerrel alkal-
mazzék a japén piacon is, ahol a Prolog
az Otodik szdmitéogép-generdcié nyelve-
ként szolgdl. (1983. nov. 19.)



Financial Times , 1983, UK, English
« Back to item details

—

HUNGARIAN COMPUTER SPECIALISTS SELLING THEIR SKILL IN ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Software from Budapest? It’s logical

BY PAUL WALTON

A COMPUTER language
developed o the UK for
research into artificial intelli-
gence has been refined by
Hungarian scientists w the
point where it can be applied
commercially.

One of the first uses in Hun-
gary was tw assist economists
to formulate the detailed Five
Year Plan—a task which used
to take as long to complete as
it did 1o impiemeént because of
the repetitious and complicated
mathematics involved. Now the
umescale has been shortened
by two years. The Hungarians
hope that with access to better
computer hardware, compilation
of the Plan could become semi-
automatic.

Quality of hardware is a prob-
lem for the Hungarians, starved
of the latest Western technology
through trade em . But
u:ﬂuba‘n sharpened Hungarian
s N CcOoOmpuUter program-
ming, according to Dr Balint
Domolki, head of the Budapest-
based Institute for Coordination
of Computer Techniques (Szki).

“This has only served 10
make us better at producing

, for which the only
essential resource is imagina-
tion," he sald in London this

week.

The computer Janguage |is
Pnlot whose deve ent in
the UK is assoclated chiefly with
Edinburgh University aod Dr

Robert Kowalski at Imperial
College, London. It has special
significance because it is the Jan.
guage of choice for the Japanese
“Fifth Generation Computiog "
project, the much publicised
g&um effort to move beyond
¥’s computer systems (o the
*“ intelligent machine,”
Prolog, or PRO, in
ncok-h:l.l.lm mm mwg-‘
P ogous
tional languages for arithmetic
processing; just as conventional
computers can be rated In
millions of jostructions a second
(MIPS) so an intelligent
machine using Prolog could be
measured in millions of logical
inferences a second (LIPS).
The laoguage can be used W

develop “expert systems”
where the knowl of experts
in a particular field is encoded

and held in a compuler memory
and the answers (0 specific prob-

lems sought out using clal
intelligence techniques. The
machine not only infers the best

answer to the question but is
able 1o explain the logical steps
it has gone through to derive
that answer,

“ I hope we have some advant-
age because we started vwkhg
on the practical applicauons
Prolog before it became fashion-
able ™ Dr Domolki said. He and
some 30 other representatives of
the Hungarian software com-
munity bave beea showing thelr

Embassy this week, in the first
ever exhibition of its kind by an




MPROLOG forgalmazas Japanban

Nikkan Kogyo Shinbun (1983. nov. 5.)
kozolte, hogy az SZKI a Rikei cég szdmé-
ra biztositotta az M Prolog kizdrélagos
eladési jogdt az Otodik szamitdégép-gene-
racio szamadra. Valdszinfileg ezen software
révén lehet6ség nyilik a mechunikus agy
modellezésére.

A Prologot 1981 oktdéberében kezdték
alkalmazni Japédnban szémos teriileten,
pl.: orvosi diagnézis, ipari robotok, szin-
padkép-elrendezés, automata fordités stb.
A magyarok altal kifejlesztett M Prologon
beliil a VAX/VMS és az IBM véltozat mar
hasznalhaté. A PDP11 valtozat kifejlesz-
tését 8 honapon beliil tervezik, s szintén
értékesiteni szeretnék Japanban.

Az SZKI és s« METRIMPEX, az M Pro-
log eladasat illetben, Japdnban a Rikei
céget valasztotta kooperdciés partneriil.
A Rikei Japinban u Digital Equipment
(USA) eladasait bonyolitja, s mér tapasz-
talatra tett szert ezen cég mini kompute-
reinek forgalmazdsa terén. Az els6 évben
az M Prologhél, elorelathatdlag 40 egy-
séget értékesitenek 150 milli6 yenert.

A Nippon Jyocho Sangyo Shinbun
(1983 nov. 14.) szerint az eurdpai orsza-
gok igen jelentés eredményeket értek el
a Prolog kutatdsa és fe]lesztése terén —
kiiléndsen M&gyarors:ré.g, amely méar 14
véllalatnak szallitott, s u gyakorlati alkal-
mazés terén a legelébbre tart.
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A Software Industry Rises in Hungary

By JOHN TAGLIABUE FEE. 6, 1985

|| A Software Industry Rises in Hungary

Computer Techniques, or Szki, a
commercially run software house with
annual sales of about $20 million, is one
reason why Hungary is emerging as the

Soviet bloc leader in software exports.

Hungary's industry has carved a niche in
Western Europe for its products, which
range from computer games like the
Chinese Juggler and Caesar the Cat to

sophisticated software control programs.

The sleek, white offices of the Institute for
Coordination of Computer Techniques
tower over a group of aging tenements
that are still pocked from World War II
shellings. The contrast neatly reflects the
soaring position that the computer
software industry holds in Hungary's
otherwise pedestrian economy.

Western analysts give the Hungarians high marks. "Just the fact that
software is developed in Hungary opens doors and gets the attention of
people in the industry who know," said Robert Lefkowits, a software
industry analyst at Infocorp, a Cupertino, Calif., market research firm.
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Magyar Gazdasagi Napok

m Magyar gazdasagi napok New Yorkban

Mew York, 1990. oktober 22. hétfd (MTI-tud) - Tovabb kénnyitik a kilfsldi
tokeberuhazésckat Magyarorszagon és parhuzamosan fokozottan tdmogat)ak a

’ hazal maganvallalkozasokat - mondotta Kadar Béla miniszter hétfon az amenka
o 1990 OktOber 22-24 sajto elott. & nemzetkdzi gazdasagi kapcsolatok minisztere a magyar gazdasagi
napok alkalmabdl tajékoztatta a sajtot a nemzetkdzi kereskedelmi kizpontban.
Mew Yorkban keddtdl kétnapos eldadassorozaton és arubemutaton iranyitjak ra
az amerikal gazdasagi kordk figyelmeét a magyarorszagi Gzleti, beruhazasi
ehetoségekre. Kadar Béla a mgyar gazdasagpolitikardl, Bokros Lajos, a Nemzet

Bank lUgyvezeto elnoke a pnvatizalasrol, a bankrendszerrdl s a tozsderdl tart

¢ NEW YOFk, WOF'd Trade Ce nter majd eldadast, tdjekoztatok hangzanak el magyar pénzintézetekrdl, a
vamszabalyozasrol. Beszéamol magyar tapasztalatairgl ket amerikai beruhaze: a
General Electrnc és a Schwinn.

e Gazdasagi Kamara szervezésében
e Kadar Béla professzor, kulker. miniszter

* Hungarian Software:
Prestige, Problems, Potentials



Rendszervaltas hatasai
 Embargo ki, multik be...

* Fejleszt6k -> kereskedbk

e ,manpower leasing” -> legalis munkavallalas

 Néhany multinal jelentds (K+)F kapacitas Magyaorszagon. Pl.:
* Ericsson (BME egyuttmikodés)
* Nuance (Recognita )
» kés6bb TATA Consultancy Services

* Palyazati pénzek, hazai + EU (mar 1991-t6l!)



Néhany 21. szazadi sikertorténet

A Nav N Go Kft. 2005-ben aslakult meg azzal
a célial hogy forradalmi és innovativ
megoldasokat  kindljon a mdholdas
navigicio terén

Az IGO My way GPS.navighcids szoftver
nemzetoz sikesének koszonhetden
vilialatunk  rovid WO alatt elentds
novekecést ért el
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23 orszagban jelen leve  GsInbockds
kozpontunk és mintegy 70 OEM partnertnk
révén a vildg maid minden kontinensén
Eszak- és Dél-Amenkait! Eurdpan &
egészen Azsidig meghatiroxdan  jelen
vagyunk a piacon

Somlay-Fischer Adam
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Technikai Oscar-dijat nyert a Colorfront csapat

A dijnyertes csapat jelenleg a filmgyartas és utémunka modernizalasanak
0] kihivasaira Gsszpontosit

Budapest, 2010. januar 16. — A budapesti székhelyl Colorfront cég
szoftverfejlesztdi kiemelkedd teljesitménylk eredményeként 2010. februar 20-an
veszik at Los Angelesben a hivatalos dijatadé galan Oscar-dijukat a Lustre fényeld
program kidolgozasaért és fejlesztéséert.

Az amerikai Filmmivészeti és Filmtudomanyi Akadémia (AMPAS) Tudomanyos és
Technikai Oscar elismerését minden évben azok kapjak, akik felfedezéseikkel,
fejlesztéseikkel meghatarozdan, kimagasléan és maradandoan hozzajarultak a

filmgyartashoz. Ezen beldl a Tudomanyos és Mérnbki Oscar-dij a filmgyartas
elbremozditasaban nyljtott kiemelkedd teljesitmény elismerése.

A Lustre program segitségével valds idejli szinkorrekcids képmanipulacikra van
lehetdség a filmek Gn. digitélis fényelése soran.

Jaszberényi Mark, Priskin Gyula és Perlaki Tamas a debreceni Fazekas Mihaly
Gimnazium matematika tagozatos osztalyanak egykori didkjai tdbb mint 10 éve
dolgoznak egyltt. Az Autodesk Lustre szoftverét kifejlesztdé csapat a dij
kihirdetésekor mar (] kihivasokra ésszpontosit, amelyek a filmgyartasi folyamatban a
forgatas és az utomunka kozGtti gyorsabb, hatékonyabb munkamenet kialakitasat
teszik lehetévé.

Anka Marton



A Magyar Szoftver jelene/jovéje

* Megszlnik kuriézum lenni...
* Normal szakmai/gazdasdagi folyamatokba illeszkedik
e Niche” teruletek keresése

* Sokan dolgoznak kulfoldon (mas tertleteken is...)
» Jelents cégeknél ill. egyetemeken is
* Néhanyan vezet6 allasokban

e Széleskorl tehetséggondozas, sikerek versenyeken

 Startupok tamogatasa, inkubatorok, szakmai kézélet (szubkultura)
* kockazati téke ! (,,capak”)

e Szoftveres szakma elismerése
* mar akadémikusunk is van!



